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by  John  Gonlde,  Professor  of  Religion 


The  Bequest 

In  1990,  Irene  Vongehr  Vincent  '40,  wrote  the  Alumnae 
Office  and  Library  Director  John  Jaffe  to  say  that,  on  the 
occasion  of  her  50th  class  reunion  and  her  50th  wedding 
anniversary,  she  and  her  husband  had  decided  she  would 
bequeath  to  the  college  her  private  library.  She  sent  John 
Jaffe  a  list  of  tides,  and  asked  whether  the  library  would  be 
interested  in  acquiring  this  col- 
lection. At  that  time,  I  was  also        _ _ 

asked  to  meet  with  her  at 
Alumnae  Reunion.  She  told  me 
about  her  life  in  China  and  the 
collection  of  books  she  had 
bequethed  the  college. 

Later,  I  was  asked  to  comment 
on  the  list  of  titles  she  sent  John 
Jaffe.  It  included  mostly  standard 
works  on  Chinese  literature,  art, 
and  history,  but  also  some 
remarkable  titles  of  books  pub- 
lished in  Europe  in  the  1920s 
and  1930s  on  Chinese  and  Asian 
art,  culture,  and  religion.  I  also 
let  John  know  that  this  collection 
would  make  a  fine  addition  to 
the  library. 

We  heard  nothing  from  Irene 
about  the  collection  until  she  contacted  John  to  explain  that 
because  of  declining  health,  she  wished  to  present  her  collec 
tion  now. 


IN! 


►i 


>  i 


'• 


ik 

j?. 

ft 

t 

ft 

% 

M 

fit! 

® 

<?- 

1*. 

-r 

A  page  from  Trade  and  Shop  Signs,  a  hand-painted  (not  printed)  book 
illustrating  signs  for  such  shops  as  scroll  maker,  photographer,  stove 
seller,  horse-fringe  maker,  jade-flower  shop  and  wig  maker  (l-r  above) 


Certificate  of  registration  for  O.E.  Vongehr,  Irene's  father,  exemplifies  the 
range  of  the  collection. 


John  and  I  traveled  to  Bainbridge  Island,  WA  spent  five 
days  with  the  Vincents  and  packed  the  collection  for  ship- 
ment to  Sweet  Briar. 

The  Vincents 

By  any  standard,  Irene  Vongehr  Vincent  is  a  most  remark 
able  person.  She  was  born  and  raised  in  South  China  and 

lived  through  most  of  the  most 

important  events  in  Chinese 

modern  history.  Born  in  1920  in 
Hangchou,  she  was  raised  in  the 
town  of  Ruling  and  attended  the 
American  School  there.  Her 
lather  was  an  exporter  of 
Chinese  tung  oil  and  himself  had 
lived  in  China  for  40  years.  Irene 
grew  up  speaking  Mandarin, 
Cantonese,  and  English.  At  age 
16  she  traveled  to  the  United 
States  to  enter  Sweet  Briar 
College.  While  here,  she  was  an 
active  member  of  Paint  and 
Patches,  played  varsity  lacrosse, 
was  a  member  of  the  Glee  Club, 
an  associate  editor  of  the 
Bmwblcr,  and  earned  her  degree 
in  International  Relations. 
A  month  after  graduation,  she  married  John  B.  Vincent, 
and  they  returned  to  her  home  in  South  China  where  they 
lived  for  the  next  10  years  and  raised  two  children.  I  empha- 
size the  word  "home,"  because  as  we  discovered  this  sum- 
mer, Irene,  justifiably,  can  say  "we  Chinese"  when  speaking 
of  the  world  she  lived  in. 

While  in  China,  the  Vincents  were  active  in  both  the  for- 
eign and  the  Chinese  communities  and  traveled  extensively 
during  one  of  the  most  turbulent  periods  in  Chinese  history, 
the  period  known  to  the  Chinese  as  the  War  of  Japanese 
Aggression.  John  Vincent  worked  for  the  U.S.  government, 
and  Irene  raised  her  family  and  wrote.  One  of  the  more 
interesting  events  that  she  related  to  us  was  her  extended 
travel  to  Western  China  and  to  the  Caves  at  Tunhuang.  For 


eight  weeks,  with  John  tending  the  kids,  Irene  trav- 
eled by  train,  truck,  and  horseback  caravan  to  one  of 
the  most  important  archeological  sites  in  China,  the 
Tunhuang  Caves  at  edge  of  the  Taklamaqan  Desert  and 
the  beginning  of  the  Silk  Road.  These  caves,  which  had 
only  been  discovered  and  excavated  two  decades  earli- 
tl   er,  are  a  repository  of  Buddhist  murals,  sculpture,  and 
religious  texts  as  well  a  variety  of  Chinese  and  Central 
Asiatic  religious  and  literary  artifacts  that  date  back  to  the 
Six  Dynasties  Period  (4th  century)  and  extend  to  the  end  of 
the  Tang  (10th  century).  This  remarkable  woman  traveled 
unaccompanied  to  a  place  that  even  in  the  best  of  times  was 
extremely  dangerous,  even  for  Chinese.  She  persuaded,  bar- 
gained, and  bribed  her  way  to  Tunhuang  and  spent  many  a 
night  bunking  with  caravan  herders  and  traders  at  oasis  inns. 

She  went  on  later  to  write  a  book  of  her  journey  called 
The  Sacred  Oasis:  Tlic  Caves  at  Tunhuang,  which  contains  a 
variety  of  photographs  of  herself,  traveling  companions,  and 
Tunhuang  Cave  artifacts  when  they  were  still  in  pristine  con- 
dition. A  second  book  contains  her  memoirs  within  the  con- 
text of  modern  Chinese  history  and  culture  and,  if  pub- 
lished, will  be  a  remarkable  contribution  to  the  reportage  of 
this  period.  Irene's  interest  and  love  of  things  Chinese,  or,  in 
her  own  words,  "our  Chinese  culture'"  is  not  onlv  represent- 
ed in  her  writings,  but  also  in  her  and  John's  collection  of 
books  on  China. 

The  Collection 

The  Vincent  Collection  comprises  books,  journals,  papers, 
and  miscellaneous  items  such  as  Mao  buttons,  photographic 


and  lithographic  plates,  and  recordings,  in  excess  of  4,000 
items.  It  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  splendid  private  collec- 
tions of  "our  Chinese  culture"  to  be  assembled. 

Irene  and  John's  love  of  Chinese  art,  architecture,  litera- 
ture and  history  is  represented  in  the  bulk  of  the  tides,  many 
of  which  are  now  considered  rare  items.  This  multilingual 
collection  in  English,  Chinese,  French,  Japanese,  and 
German  was  begun  bv  John  Vincent  as  part  of  his  work  with 
the  U.S.  government,  but  it  was  Irene  that  built  the  collec- 
tion to  its  present  size.  While  a  full  catalog  has  yet  to  be 
made,  I  would  like  to   highlight  what  I  consider  some  of  the 
most  interesting  items  in  the  collection. 

Rare  Books:  The  Vincent  Collection  contains  one  of  the 
most  important  publications  this  century,  Paul  Pelliot's  six- 
volume  work  on  the  Caves  of  Tunhuang  (Le  Grottes  de 
Tunhuang),  published  between  1920  and  1924  in  Paris. 
Pelliot  is  considered  the  lather  of  modern  French  Sinology, 
and  his  work  on  the  Tunhuang  murals  is  a  primary  resource 
for  the  study  of  Chinese  art  and  architecture,  religion,  phi- 
losophv,  popular  literature,  as  well  as  Central  Asiatic  culture, 
Islam  and  Zoroastrainism  in  the  medieval  period. 

Of  almost  equal  importance  is  a  series  of  books  and  plates 
published  in  Beijing  and  Tokyo  on  Chinese  Cave  Art, 
including  the  Dunhuang  Pihua  {Dunhuang  Murals)  pub- 
lished in  1957  bv  the  Chinese  Academy,  which  contains  very 
rare  color  drawings  of  the  Tunhuang  murals  by  leading 
artists  of  the  time,  before  those  murals  began  to  degenerate. 
There  is  also  a  1959  publication  on  Dunhuang  Murals  with 
photographic  plates,  a  1941  illustrated  study  of  Buddhist 
Cave  Temples  art  by  Miuduno  Seiiti  and  Nagahiro  Tosio, 
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The  Shopkeeper's  Book.  Calls.  Sounds  and 

Merchandise  ol  the  Peking  Street  Peddlers,  by  Samuel 

Victor  Constant,  provides  fascinating  information  about 

merchants,  even  including  songs,  right. 

The  corner  illustrations  on  these  pages  were  not 
painted,  but  intricately  cut  from  thin  colored  paper. 


Dried   fruit    and  nut    peddler's     Song. 
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and  a  1978  Beijing  publication  on  Tunhuang 
Painted  Sculptures. 

In  addition  to  Chinese  Buddhist  art,  the  collection 
contains  copies  of  Aurel  Stein's  monumental  work 
on  the  Wail-Paintings  of  India,  Central  Asia,  and 
Ceylon,  published  in  1948,  with  full  color  plates;  and 
the  British  Museum's  multivolume  work  in  the 
Ajanta  Caves  in  India  published  in  1930  containing 
outsize  plates  in  color  and  black  and  white. 

In  the  field  of  religion,  the  collection  contains  a  rare 
copy  of  Getty's  1928  translation  of  Dcnikers  study  of 
TIjc  Gods  of  Northern  Buddhism:  Their  History, 
Iconography  and  Progressive  Evolution,  and  Asahi 
Shimbun's  1939  publication  of  color  plates  of  murals  of 
the  Horyuji  Temple  which  are  the  earliest  known  paint- 
ings in  Japan  (5th  century) 

Irene's  collection  of  books  on  Chinese  literature 
includes  almost  all  the  known  translations  of  classical 
Chinese  literature  and  a  complete  set  of  the  Journal 
called  Chinese  Literature  published  between  1950  and 
1982,  which  features  English  translations  of  modern 
Chinese  literature  in  English. 

Of  special  note  is  her  complete  collection  of  two  jour- 
nals, China  Reconstructs  and  TIjc  China  Pictorial.  China 
Reconstructs  is  the  premier  English  publication  of  the 
People's  Republic  of  China  and  sets  forth  official  views 
of  economics,  culture,  politics,  the  arts.  This  and  the 
China  Pictorial  are  the  only  publications  that  continued 
during  the  Cultural  Revolution  and  represent  the  official 
view  of  the  Chinese  government  at  the  time.  These  are 
extremely  important,  of  course,  today  because  of  the 
current  Chinese  revisionist  history  that  is  being  con- 
structed to  explain  away  any  responsibility  of  the  gov- 
ernment in  the  events  of  the  time.  We  also  discovered 
that  several  of  the  issues  the  China  Pictorial  contain 
audio  recordings  of  revolutionary  ballads,  operas,  and 
libretti  in  Chinese  and  English. 

Finally,  the  most  unusual  text  in  the  collection  is  the 
Shopkeepers  Book.  Originally  composed  as  a  master's 
degree  dissertation,  this  study  of  the  popular  economic 
culture  of  the  early  20th  Century  was  published  some- 
time in  the  1920s.  What  makes  it  so  unusual  are  the 
illustrations.  The  quality-  of  the  illustrations  and  the 
accompanied  seals  indicate  that  the  illustrations  are 
taken  from  the  Imperial  Librarv  and  in  all  likelihood 
printed  from  the  original  woodblocks  used  by  the 
Imperial  library  in  the  publication  of  an  encyclopedia. 
This  truly  is  a  one  of  the  rarest  of  books. 

While  this  brief  introduction  has  focused  on  art  books 
and  rare  items,  I  wish  to  note  that  the  collection 
includes  almost  every  work  published  to  date  in  Chinese 
history  and  politics,  diaries  and  memoirs  of  Chinese  and 
foreigners  who  had  lived  in  China  during  this  period,  as 
well  as  books  on  Chinese  crafts.  It  is,  in  the  word  of 
John  Jaffe,  a  "splendid"  collection. 


Acquisitions 


& 


Art  History  Department 

Levine,  Neil  TIjc  Architecture  of  Frank  Lloyd  Wright.  Princeton, 
Princeton  University  Press  /  1996. 

Neil  Levine's  study  of  the  architecture  of  Frank  Lloyd  Wright  is  the 
first  comprehensive  and  in-depth  analysis  of  the  architect's  entire 
career  since  the  opening  of  the  Wright  Archives  over  a  decade  ago. 

Asian  Studies  Department 

The  Wisdom  of  Faith  -  videorecording  -  five-part  series.  Princeton, 
Films  for  the  Humanities  /  1996. 

Biology  Department 

Foundations  of  Animal  Behavior:  Classic  Papers  with  ( 'ommentarier, 
edited  by  I.vnne  D.  Houck  and  Lee  C.  Drickamer.  Chicago, 
University  of  Chicago  Press  /  1996. 

This  outstanding  collection  will  serve  as  the  basis  for  undergraduate 
and  graduate  seminars  and  as  a  reference  for  researchers  in  annua! 
behavior,  whether  they  focus  on  ethology,  behavioral  ecology,  compara- 
tive psychology  or  anthropology. 

Classical  Studies  Department 

Huskinson,  lanet  Roman  Children  s  Sarcophagi:  Their  Decoration 
and  Its  Social  Significance.  New  York,  Oxford  University  Press  /  1996. 
Tins  is  the  first  ma/or  study  of  the  themes  used  in  the  decoration  of  sar- 
cophagi made  for  children  in  Rome  and  Ostia  from  the  late  first  to 
early  fourth  century  AD.  Huskinson  also  discerns  the  differing  themes 
that  resulted  from  pagan  and  Christian  attitudes  toward  children 
and  beliefs  about  life  and  death. 

Rowlandson,  Jane  Landowners  and  Tenants  in  Roman  Egypt:  the 
Social  Relations  of  Agriculture  in  the  Oxyrhynchite  Nome.  New  Y'ork, 
Oxford  University  Press  /  1996. 

Oxyrynchus  in  Egypt  is  the  best  documented  city  of  the  Roman  Empire. 
Tins  book  uses  the  thousands  of  papyrus  documents  found  there  to 
examine  how  its  urban  landowning  class  derived  its  wealth  from  the 
outlying  rural  lands  and  the  relationships  they  held  with  their  tenants. 

English  Department 

Tlie  Cambridge  History  of  American  Literature;  edited  bv  Sacvan 
Bercovitch.  Cambridge,  Cambridge  University  Press  /  1996. 
Tins  book  addresses  the  broad  spectrum  of  new  and  established  direc- 
tions in  all  branches  of  American  writing.  Generously  proportioned 
narratives  by  authors  that  span  three  decades  of  achievement  in 
Americanist  literary  criticism  allow  for  a  more  magisterial,  interdis- 
ciplinary sweep  of  American  literary  history  than  has  yet  been  possible; 
the  voice  of  traditional  criticism  joins  forces  here  with  the  diversity1  of 
interests  that  characterize  contemporary  literary  studies. 

Government  Department 

Minahan,  James  Nations  Without  States:  a  Historical  Dictionary  of 

Contemporary  National  Movements.  Westport,  Greenwood  Press  / 

1996. 

We  are  fortunate  to  have  this  book  available  to  us.  Concisely  and 

clearly,  each  entry  here  contains  the  essential  facts  about  the  'nations' 

without  states. 

Reference  Department 

The  Wiley  Encyclopedia  of  Energy  and  the  Environment,  edited  by 

Attilit  Bisio,  Sharon  Boots.  New  Y'ork,  Wiley  /  1996 

This  encyclopedia  supplements  the  curriculum  so  that  students  may 

research  a  wide  range  of  subjects.  Energy  and  environmental  issues  are 

presented  along  with  legal  and  policy  issues,  providing  an  integrated 

and  comprehensive  reference  for  students  and  general  public  library 

patrons. 


Friends  of  the  Library  Minutes  of  the  Fall  Meeting  October  18,  1996 


The  tall  meeting  of  the 
Friends  of  the  Library  was 
convened  by  the  chairman, 
Laura  Goley  '52,  in  the 
Browsing  Room  of  the  library 
on  October  18,  1996.  Those 
present  were:  Carolyn  Bates, 
Catherine  Booker  '47,  Mary 
Stuart  Gilliam  '47,  Laura 
Goley  '52,  Professor  John 
Goulde,  Adelaide  Hapala, 
Elizabeth  Hunter  '97, 
Professor  Allen  Huszti,  Library 
Director  John  Jaffe,  Lisa 
Johnston,  Acquisitions 
Assistant  Joyce  Kramar,  Serials 
Librarian  Liz  Linton, 
BI/Reference  and  Branch 
Librarian  Joe  Malloy,  Nancy 
Rasenberger  '51,  Ann  Reams 
'42,  Margaret  Anne  Rogers 
'56,  Alumnae  Program 
Coordinaor  Sharon  Watts  '91, 
Curator  of  SBC  Museum  Ann 
Whitley  '47,  Elizabeth  Wood 
'34. 

Evelyn  Mullen,  a  long  time 
life  member  of  the  Friends  was 
unable  to  attend  due  to  an 
accident.  A  card  was  passed 
around  to  be  signed  by  the 
Friends. 

Mr.  Jaffe  gave  a  brief  report 
on  the  restructuring  of  the 
meetings.  It  was  decided  in  the 
spring  1996,  meeting  to  study 
the  way  the  Friends  of  the 
Library  Council  worked. 
Traditionally,  the  different 
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committees  would  convene 
during  the  day  prior  to  report- 
ing to  the  General  Council  at 
the  4  p.m.  meeting.  As  a 
result,  sometimes  the  same 
topics  would  be  covered  and 
reported  by  the  committees  to 
the  General  Council.  In  the 
future,  the  committees  will 
meet  in  advance  (if  necessary) 
and  report  to  the  members 
only  those  items  on  which 
they  have  taken  action.  This 
new  structure  should  stream- 
line the  day  of  the  Friends 
meetings  and  allow  for  other 
activities. 

It  was  also  decided  at  the 
spring  session  to  include  an 
event,  e.g.,  speaker,  demon- 
stration, etc.,  in  both  the  fall 
and  spring  meetings.  An 
Events  Committee  will  be 
formed  to  arrange  programs 
that  will  be  interesting,  infor- 
mative and  help  to  tie  the 
membership  to  what  is  hap- 
pening on  the  Sweet  Briar 
College  campus. 

The  minutes  of  the  spring 
meeting  were  approved  as  sub- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Jaffe  gave  the 
Membership  Committee 
report  for  Vice  President 
Mitch  Moore.  As  of  October 
17,  1996,  we  have  16  mem- 
bers with  funds  of  $780.  This 
time  last  vear  we  had  17  mem- 
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bers  with  funds  of  $1,115  (this 
included  Evelyn  Mullen's 
$500  for  the  T.E.  Lawrence 
Collection).  The  membership 
fund  drive  begins  immediately 
following  this  meeting  and 
goes  through  the  holiday  sea- 
son. 

Mrs.  Goley  gave  the 
Finance  Committee  report. 
Our  budget  for  the  1996/97 
year  will  remain  the  same.  The 
Friends  voted  to  accept  the 
budget. 

Mr.  Huszti  gave  the  Needs 
Committee  Report.  The 
Committee  was  unable  to 
approve  all  of  the  faculty 
requests,  but  did  approve 
$4,998.25  for  the  purchase  of 
items  requested.  Mr.  Huszti 
requested  that  the  Friends 
accept  the  committee's  list  of 
purchases.  The  Friends  of  the 
Library  approved  the  purchase 
of  these  items. 

Mrs.  Rasenberger  asked 
about  the  changes  that  are 
planned  for  the  Library 
Gazette.  Mr.  Jaffe  reported 
that  the  committee  is  redesign- 
ing the  Gazette  to  reflect  the 
changing  needs  of  the  Friends. 
Quotes  have  been  obtained 
from  printing  companies  that 
will  allow  the  Gazette  to  be 
published  at  a  lower  cost,  and 
the  printer  will  also  include 
typesetting  in  the  price.  After 


the  next  four  issues  are  pub- 
lished, the  Gazette  will  be 
redesigned.  It  is  planned  that 
the  Gazette  will  include  more 
writings  from  alumnae,  stu- 
dents and  include  more  cover- 
age of  campus  events. 

There  was  no  Nominating 
Committee  Report. 

There  was  no  old  business. 

New  business:  Mrs.  Golev 
ask  that  members  volunteer  or 
nominate  someone  who  thev 
believe  is  interested  in  chairing 
our  new  Events  Committee. 
This  committee  will  be  respon- 
sible for  arranging  lectures, 
and  other  activities  at  our 
Spring  and  Fall  Meetings. 

Our  spring  meeting  will  be 
held  on  April  IS,  1997. 
Friends  of  Art  will  provide  the 
speaker  for  this  event.  We 
hope  President  Elizabeth 
Muhlenfeld  will  be  able  to  join 
us.  She  was  out  of  town  today 
and  unable  to  attend. 

Mr.  Jaffe  had  a  sign-up 
sheet  available  for  anyone  who 
wished  to  receive  a  cassette  of 
President  Muhlenfeld's  excel- 
lent Founders  Day  talk. 

Mr.  Goulde  gave  a  wonder- 
ful talk  on  our  most  recent  gift 
from  Irene  Yongehr  Vincent  '40 
[see  page  1  for  details]. 
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